legacy@legacyfdn.org | 219.736.1880 | www.legacyfdn.org

/

conversarons — SUCHh a Fun Age by Kiley Reid
LEGACY Group Discussion Guide

FOUNDATION

Dive into this month’s Conscious Conversation with these questions about Kiley Reid’s novel, Such
a Fun Age

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The questions and discussion topics that follow are designed to enhance
your group’s discussion of Such a Fun Age, written by Kiley Reid. Wew Jork Tined Bostieller

ABOUT THIS NOVEL

Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets what she wants and has made a
living, with her confidence-driven brand, showing other women how to
do the same. So she is shocked when her babysitter, Emira Tucker, is
confronted while watching the Chamberlains’ toddler one night, walking
the aisles of their local high-end supermarket. The store’s security guard,
seeing a young black woman out late with a white child, accuses Emira KILEY REID
of kidnapping two-year-old Briar. A small crowd gathers, a bystander
films everything, and Emira is furious and humiliated. Alix resolves to
make things right.

But Emira herself is aimless, broke, and wary of Alix’s desire to help. At twenty-five, she is about to
lose her health insurance and has no idea what to do with her life. When the video of Emira unearths
someone from Alix’s past, both women find themselves on a crash course that will upend everything
they think they know about themselves, and each other.

With empathy and piercing social commentary, Such a Fun Age explores the stickiness of transactional
relationships, what it means to make someone “family,” and the complicated reality of being a grown
up. It is a searing debut for our times.
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Discussion Questions

Situational Questions

1.

In the supermarket scene, the security guard's suspicions are quenched when Emira calls the toddler's white
father. What does that say about the unfairness of people of color still needing to legitimize their existence
through their associations with white people in social situations?

The story incorporates many instances of systemic prejudice based on privilege, class, and race. Talk about a
time that you encountered systemic prejudice. What is your reaction when you observe racism taking place?

The character of Alix is depicted as a social media mogul who is hyper conscious about her image. How is
this character’s image relatable in the context of our “filtered” social media lives?

Alix thinks that Emira perceives her as "textbook rich white person," while Emira thinks her privileged
employer views her with the annoying curiosity usually reserved for exotic species. What does that say about
preconceived notions people have when interacting with someone who do not share their ethnicity?

. Alix is portrayed as the kind of white person who pats herself on the back while keeping a tally of the

number of African American guests that would be present on her Thanksgiving table. How effective was this
scene in skewering white liberalism?

Plot Specific Questions

1.

After Kelley takes the video of Emira in the grocery store, she asks him not to release it. Did you understand
her request? What would you have done if you were in her position?

Do you think what happened in high school affected Alix and Kelley differently? Did it leave a lasting
impression that carried over to the rest of their lives?

Were you satisfied with the ending? Were you hoping for a different resolution?

How did the narration impact your reading experience? Did you relate more to one woman than the other?
Did that change as you read the novel?

Kelley is the first to point out the racist accusations against Emira, but at times, he seems to forget they have
very different experiences, whereas Emira is always aware of it. Talk about the moments where they don’t
seem to communicate well about their specific perspectives.

Alix devotes herself to befriending Emira, but Emira only sees Alix as her employer. At the end of the day,
did you find their relationship to be anything more than transactional? In what ways do each of the women
try to either maintain or disrupt that boundary? Is Alix’s desire to be friends linked to guilt from her past?

Toward the end of the novel, Alix is confronted with the possibility that she had not acted in Emira’s best
interests. Do you think Alix meant well by getting involved in Emira’s situation? Do her intentions
ultimately matter?

AFTER YOUR CONVERSATION
We would love to hear about your conversation. If you would like to share any of your discussion notes,
comments or photos with Legacy Foundation, please send them to mfishback@Ilegacyfdn.org



mailto:mfishback@legacyfdn.org



